Introduced by Council Member Becton and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Carter, Wilson, Schellenberg and Brosche:



RESOLUTION 2017-611
MOURNING THE PASSING AND CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF ATTORNEY FRED C. GAZALEH; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
Jacksonville’s legal community was deeply saddened by the passing of Attorney Fred C. Gazaleh, Director of the Felony Division for the Public Defender’s Office; and

WHEREAS,
a native of Houston, Texas, he and his family moved to Jacksonville, Florida shortly after his birth; after the death of his father, Fred became the “father figure” to his sisters and became the “head of the family”; to his friends, he was more a brother and loved by all; and

WHEREAS,
a 1975 graduate of Robert E. Lee High School, Mr. Gazaleh earned his undergraduate and law degrees at the University of Florida; he was an avid Gators alumni and a member of the Gator Boosters; and
WHEREAS,
from 1983 to 1988, Attorney Gazaleh worked in the Public Defender’s Office where he mentored many of the younger lawyers; he was subsequently associated with private law firms but returned to the Public Defender’s Office in 2009 where he became the Felony Division Director and mentored younger lawyers; and

WHEREAS,
widely respected in the Courthouse and in law offices, Attorney Gazaleh generously volunteered his time and expertise with Jacksonville Area Legal Aid where he was recognized by JALA for Outstanding Pro Bono Service with the Sulzbacher Center feeding the homeless and offering legal advice; he was respected by judges and prosecutors; and
WHEREAS,
Fred C. Gazaleh was a dedicated, conscientious lawyer; friends characterized him as level-headed, grounded, always honest, good at what he did and a profound influence on young lawyers in the Public Defender’s Office; he will be sorely missed; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby mourn the passing and celebrate the life of Attorney Fred C. Gazaleh and extends its condolences to his family, friends and colleagues at this time of bereavement.




Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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